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Chapter 1
Getting started

Welcome to FileMaker® Developer. FileMaker Developer isthe
Developer edition of FileMaker Pro. It includes advanced features
for developers. You can use either FileMaker Pro or FileMaker
Developer to create and test your database solutions. Y ou use
FileMaker Developer to transform your database solution into a
runtime or kiosk-mode application that you can distribute to your
users.

About FileMaker Developer

FileMaker Developer includes a number of productivity features
designed especially for database developers. They are the Script
Debugger, the Database Design Report feature, the File Maintenance
feature, and the Custom Functions feature. These features are
documented in “Using FileMaker Developer features’ on page 11.

Y ou can produce databases for distribution without leaving
FileMaker Developer. The Developer Utilities are an integrated
component of FileMaker Developer. Not only do the Utilities enable
you to produce runtime databases for distribution, they also allow
you to rename files while still maintaining links, to prevent users
from modifying the design of your databases, and to customize your
solutions. The Developer Utilities are documented in “Using the
Developer Utilities’ on page 17.

Using the FileMaker Developer
documentation

This Developer’s Guide is one component in a comprehensive
documentation suite provided with FileMaker Devel oper. Some of
the documentsare provided in print and in portable document format
(PDF), while othersare availablein PDF only. FileMaker Devel oper
a so comes with a complete online Help system.

This guide assumes that you are familiar with FileMaker Pro or
FileMaker Developer, and that you have created a database solution
that you want to work on using the FileMaker Developer features.

Note Throughout the documentation, when afeature or procedureis
specificto aparticular platform, you seeinstructionsand illustrations
that are also specific to that platform. For features or proceduresthat
are similar on both platforms, you may seeillustrations for either
Windows or the Mac OS.

The following manuals are included:

1 FileMaker Developer Developer’s Guide (this manual): describes
how to use the features available in FileMaker Devel oper

1 Installation and New Features Guide for FileMaker Pro and
FileMaker Developer: contains installation instructions and new
features information
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1 FileMaker Pro User’s Guide: contains key concepts and basic
procedures

1 FileMaker Pro Tutorial: contains|essonsthat teach you how to use
the major features of FileMaker Pro

1 FileMaker Instant Web Publishing Guide: describes how to make
FileMaker Pro and FileMaker Devel oper databases accessible to
web browser users over an intranet or the Internet

1 Converting FileMaker Databases from Previous Versions:
contains information about converting databases from previous
versionsto FileMaker Pro 7 and FileMaker Developer 7 format

1 Customizing the FileMaker Pro Templates: describes how to
customize the included database template files for your own needs
1 FileMaker Pro Security Guide: describes security concernsto keep
in mind when using FileMaker products

1 Installing FileMaker ODBC and JDBC Client Drivers: describes
how to install driver filesfor using FileMaker products with OBDC
and JDBC applications

1 FileMaker ODBC and JDBC Developer’s Guide: describes how to
use ODBC and JDBC with FileMaker products

Where to find PDF documentation

Most PDF manuals are located in the folder where you installed
FileMaker Developer. If you installed FileMaker Developer in the
default folder location, the PDF manuals are located here;

1 Windows: C:\Program files\FileMaker\FileMaker Developer 7\
English Extras\Electronic Documentation

1 Mac OS: Macintosh HD/Applications/FileMaker Developer 7/
English Extras/Electronic Documentation

Toview the PDFfiles, you need aPDF reader. InMac OS X, you can
use either the built-in Preview application or Adobe Reader.
Windows users need Adobe Reader. If you do not have Adobe
Reader, you can download it from the Adobe web site at
www.adobe.com.

Important Y ou can download PDFs of FileMaker 7 documentation
fromwww.filemaker.com/downloads. Any updatesto thisdocument
are also available from the web site.

All of the PDF files use the tagged A dobe Portable Document format
(PDF). Tagged PDF fileswork with assistive technology such asthe
screen readers JAWS for Windows and Window-Eyes. For more
information about tagged PDF files, see the Adobe web site at
www.adobe.com.

Registration and customer support

Please take the time to register your product during installation,
through the FileMaker web site at www.filemaker.com/register, or
by choosing Help menu > Register Now in FileMaker Developer.

For information about technical support and customer service, see:
www.filemaker.com (North American customers)
www.filemaker.com/int (customers outside North America)

or choose Help menu > FileMaker on the Web. At theweb site, you will
find the service options available to North American customers, as
well aslinksto FileMaker worldwide sites, answers to frequently
asked questions, and access to the Techlnfo Knowledge Base used
by Technical Support. If you do not have access to the Web, please
refer to the FileMaker Service Directory included in the software
box. North American customerscan also call (800) 965-9090to learn
about the service options available.



About the license key

FileMaker software comeswith aunique, 35-character-string license
key. Do not lose this license key; it cannot be replaced. We
recommend that you keep the license key in asafe placein case the
software ever needs to be reinstalled.

Important Y ou must enter the license key during installation or the
software will not install.

The license key ensures adherence to the single user license
agreement, which generally allows for use of one (1) copy of the
Software on a single computer at atime (refer to your Software
License). If the license key isinvalid or if another copy of the
application installed with that same license key is running on the
network, the FileMaker Pro application displays this error message:
“The maximum number of licensed users are currently using this
copy of FileMaker Developer. Please refer to the License Key
section of your software documentation for further instructions.”

If you receive this error message, you have entered a duplicate
license key. Toinstall FileMaker Developer on multiple computers,
you must have aunique license key for each user, or obtain avolume
license. Y ou must license one copy of FileMaker Developer for each
computer.
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Abiding by the license agreement

TheFileMaker Devel oper license agreement allowsyou royalty-free
distribution of an unlimited number of FileMaker Pro runtime

database solutions. However, there are several terms and conditions
in the license agreement you must abide by, including the following:

1 You must provide al of the end-user technical support.

1 You must provide an “About” layout that includes your name,
address, and the telephone number for your technical support. For
more information, see “Creating an About layout” on page 33.

Note Y ou must read and agree to the terms and conditions of the
FileMaker Devel oper license agreement, available through the
FileMaker Developer installer, before using the FileMaker
Developer software.

About the Techinfo database

The Techinfo Knowledge Base is agreat resource for technical
information about FileMaker, Inc. products. This FileMaker Pro
database serves as afront-line resource for the company’ s Technical
Support staff as they field customer inquiries. It is a collection of
Q&As, tips, FAQs, issue reports, update notes, press releases, and a
host of other material valuable for the support professional.

The Techinfo Knowledge Base is available on the product support
pages of the FileMaker web site at www.filemaker.com.
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Chapter 2
Using FileMaker Developer features

In addition to all of the features that are available with

FileMaker Pro, FileMaker Devel oper containsanumber of advanced
development and deployment features to speed up and enhance the
development process. The FileMaker Developer features explained
in this chapter are:

1 the Database Design Report feature for publishing comprehensive
documentation on the schemas of databases

1 the Script Debugger for systematic testing and debugging of
FileMaker scripts

1 the File Maintenance features for compacting the size of database
files and improving their performance

1 the Custom Functionsfeaturefor creating custom functionsfor use
anywhere within afile

FileMaker Developer also includes the Developer Utilities for
creating, customizing, and deploying runtime database solutions.
See “Using the Developer Utilities” on page 17.

Creating Database Design Reports

Use the Database Design Report feature to document the schema of
your database and publish it to an HTML or XML file. You can
choose which elements and database tables in the database that you
want the report to cover. The HTML version of the report is
hyperlinked and can be viewed or printed in aweb browser.

With the Database Design Report feature you can:
1 examine atextual representation of your database schema
1 gather statistics on the structure of your database

1 usetheinformation in the report to recreate the structure of your
database if you lose the original database files

A Database Design Report in HTML format includes a Report
Overview that provides a snapshot of the elementsin each database
file. The Report Overview contains hyperlinks to details about all
elementsin each database file. A Database Design Report in XML
format contains the same information, ready to be transformed into
whatever format you require.

To create a Database Design Report:
1. Open all databasefilesfor which you want to produce a Database
Design Report.

Y ou must have full access privilegesfor any file for which you want
to produce a Database Design Report and the file must be open in
FileMaker Developer. Y ou can run a Database Design Report on
local or remote files.

2. Choose File menu > Database Design Report.

3. Inthe Available Files list, clear any files that you want to exclude
from the report by clearing the checkbox associated with the file.
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Database Design Report dialog box
4. If there are any files that contain tables that you want to exclude
from the report, select the file in the Available Files list.

The tablesin thefile appear in the Include fields from tables in selected
file list. Y ou can then deselect any tablein thelist.

By default, all tablesin all selected files are reported.
5. Clear elements that you want to exclude from the report.
By default, all elementsin all selected files are reported. Each

selected element, if present, will bereported on for each selected file.

6. If you do not want the report to be published in the default HTML
format, select XML in the Report Format section.

7. If you do not want the report to automatically open when done,
clear the checkbox for this option in the File Handling section.

8. Click Create.

Using the Script Debugger

Use the Script Debugger to troubleshoot scriptsin FileMaker
databases. The Script Debugger enables you to execute your scripts
step-by-step to view issues that may arise asthe script is performed.

Y ou control how the Script Debugger steps through the script either
by using the buttons in the Script Debugger window or the
commands in the Debug menu. If you find a step that requires
modification, you can open ScriptMaker™ from abutton in the Script
Debugger window.

Script Debugger window

Tip To enable the Script Debugger from the Define Scripts dialog
box, press Shift and click the Perform button. To disable the Script
Debugger, press Ctrl (Windows) or Command (Mac OS) and click
the Perform button. For moreinformation on keyboard shortcuts, see
Help.

The Script Debugger recognizes the privileges attached to each
script. A script will only appear in the Script Debugger if you have
editing privilegesfor the script and the access privilegesfor the script
are set to Modifiable,



